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State of the art education needs state of the art facilities…….

Why now?

In 2016, Chestnut Grove Academy is going to commence building work under the Priority Schools Building Programme (PSPB). It is 
our ambition that the new building will mark the start of a new chapter in Chestnut Grove’s history. We intend to build on our existing 
achievements as a high performing, inclusive secondary school and use the new building as a platform to achieving even greater success 
for our students.

Whilst the Priority Schools Building Programme will improve the accommodation and future 
proof the fabric of the school, it will not fund replacement equipment or the exterior facilities 
of the school.

In 2015 we started to raise funds towards these by writing to trusts and foundations, seeking 
sponsorship and our fundraising drive called Chestnut21; with staff, parents and students engaged 
and actively fundraising to help us provide state of the art facilities and education for all of our 
students.  So far we have raised over £54,000 that includes funds to update the Design and 
Technology Department, purchase new instruments and update geography practical equipment.

This year we are specifically raising funds to landscape and ‘furnish’ our new grounds with a 
climbing wall, new multi-use sports pitch and an ‘outside room’, all of which can also provide 
benefit to the local community as well as the students attending Chestnut Grove Academy.  



About us

Chestnut Grove Academy is a diverse, inclusive and successful secondary school.  We are an independent Academy graded 
Outstanding by OFSTED, a company limited by guarantee (7655651) and an exempt charity. We build upon the foundations of the 
National Curriculum to provide a well-rounded and individual education to wide ranging of students from 15 boroughs across 
London, ensuring that we maintain a vibrant and innovative ‘Creative Learning Community’ and the best outcomes for all.

The academy has a diverse mix of students in ethnicity, learning capabilities and socio-economic backgrounds. Three quarters of the 
students are from minority ethnic groups, 13% of the students have special educational needs (SEN) and 50.1% of the students qualify 
for Free School Meals Ever (FSM ever), the best available indicator of the social backgrounds of students. Only half of the students are 
from Wandsworth and 47% of these live in wards where there are significant areas of deprivation, as defined by Lower Layer Super Output 
Areas (LSOA’s).   

This diversity is embraced and encouraged at Chestnut Grove and an Inclusion Team work across the school to ensure that 
students receive the support they need.  There is a school wide Culture of Achievement resulting in students of all abilities, 
ethnic groups, backgrounds and genders making exceptional progress. 

Our existing students, and those coming in the future, are about to benefit from the re-building of the Academy, providing them with state 
of the art accommodation conducive for learning.  We need to bring the facilities in line with the new building – and ensure that the local 
community can also benefit from the new amenities.



How are we raising funds?

The total costs of the priority one needs for Chestnut Grove amounts to £1,000,000.

We are working to raise this in a number of ways:

•  Writing applications to charitable trusts and foundations
•  Holding an internal fundraising drive involving students, parents and staff
•  Working with the Friends of Chestnut Grove (FoCG) the PTA fundraising group
•  Seeking Corporate Sponsorship for ‘gifts in kind’, sponsorship of sports teams, music teams, 
  productions and equipment.

IN OUR FIRST 6 MONTHS WE HAVE RAISED £54,000 INCLUDING:

£39,000
FROM THE 

WOLFSON

FOUNDATION

£1000
FROM THE 
EMI MUSIC

SOUND
FOUNDATION

£5000
FROM THE 

FUNDRAISING

EFFORTS OF

FoCG PTA

£5000DONATIONSFROM PARENTS



What facilities do we need?
A new multi purpose sports pitch to be used by Chestnut Grove and offered for free 
to local community groups - £60,000

An external climbing wall to be used by Chestnut Grove and offered for free to local 
community groups - £40,000

An outdoor eating canopy - 
£40,000

New low maintenance interactive white boards in each classroom - £110,000

A pond and landscaping for use by Chestnut Grove and neighbouring primary schools - 
£10,000

A stand alone building for our Steel Pan Band practice and storage – £50,000

Desks, cupboards, tables and chairs – £60,000

‘When students join Chestnut Grove Academy, they 
are welcomed into a high achieving, forward thinking, 
caring community. 
A tradition of academic rigour combined with creativity 
characterises our ethos and we feel passionately that 
this is a winning combination’.           
- Christian Kingsley, Headteacher

Sow a Seed



Working in Partnership…….

We are seeking to work in partnership with your organisation - to ensure that you get something out of working with us. 
Opportunities for your organisation can include:

• Notification and advertising to parents of 650 families with children at Chestnut Grove Academy at anyone time. 

• Notification on our ‘Tree of thanks’ which will be visable to all users of Chestnut Grove - including the 10,000+ users of Chestnut Grove 

facilities at evenings and weekends.

• Working with Chestnut Grove Academy also means supporting local community groups and charities who can use the facilities for free.

• Opportunities to put logo’s and information on our website and on promotional materials such as brochures, kits and newsletters.

• Promotion to our growing Alumni of ex-students dating back to 1977.

• VIP tickets to our productions.

Grow Together



Can you help? 
You can support us by providing something specific or by sponsoring us to give us budget relief enabling us to ‘save funds’ towards our 
new facilities.

Opportunity Cost Website 
Links

Parent 
Notification

Advertising 
Opportunities

Wall of 
Thanks?

Sponsorship of a programme for a school 
event (i.e. concert/awards evening)

£500 (up to 4 per 
year)

Yes Yes No Yes

Sponsorship of sports team (i.e. Football) £3,000 per year Yes Yes Yes – branding of 
‘uniform’

Yes

Funding for a new low maintenance smart 
screen for a classroom (55 needed in total)

£3,000 each Yes Yes Open to discussion Yes

Sponsorship of a main production 
(i.e. musical production)

£5,000 
(2 per year)

Yes Yes Yes at the produc-
tions and VIP tickets

Yes

Sponsorship of Steel Pan Band (tours and 
performances nationwide)

£10,000 per year Yes Yes Yes – ‘uniform’ and 
performances

Yes

Purchase of new equipment required for 
new academy landscape

£1,000 to £50,000 Yes Yes Yes – on equipment Yes

Purchase of New Steel Pans and cases £12,000 Yes Yes Yes – on cases Yes

Refurbishment of Art Pavillions (not being 
replaced in the building work)

Up to £18,000 Yes Yes Yes Yes

We are open to discuss ANY ideas for support, and to ensure your company receives appropriate credit.

Help Us Branch Out



For further information please email Sharon Noble at snoble@chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk 
or by calling 020 8772 2516

Chestnut Grove Academy, 45 Chestnut Grove, Balham, SW12 8JZ
www.chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk

This leaflet was produced using our talents ‘in house’ and at minimal cost.


