
FRIENDS OF CHESTNUT GROVE (FOCG) 

The Friends of Chestnut Grove - Chair’s Report Nov 2016- Oct 2017 
 

1.   The new committee * (see below) was elected at the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 8th 
November 2016. 

The main objective of the committee was not only to raise additional funds to provide equipment 
for the pupils but to build good social and community links with parents and teachers.   We have 
achieved this by hosting a mixture of fundraising and social events from Nov 2016 until Oct 
2017. 

2.  The events and activities we supported and held during the last year are as follows; 

 
• Thurs 1st Dec 2016- Christmas Carol Concert at St. Mary & St John The Divine 

Church, which was organised by Lone Olsen (Vice Chair) and Conrad Withey 
(parent) along with Ms Durban (Performing Arts Lead) and Sharon Noble this was 
another event involving members of the local community.  Henry Cavendish School 
also participated in the event.  It’s a great way to promote Chestnut within the local 
community, the feedback is always very positive, it really showcases the talent within 
the school.  We raised £2,626.72  Event will be repeated again 7th  Dec 2017 

 
• Mon 19th Dec 2016- School Winter Concert, which is mainly aimed at Year 7 parents 

and music/choir groups.  We support the event by selling seasonal refreshments and 
holding a raffle.  It’s a good event to end the year on. We raised £1,497.70 

 
 

• Fri 24th Mar 2017 - Fish and Chip Quiz night (over 16s only and open to all the 
school).  Following on from the success of the Year 7 Quiz night, we thought we 
should repeat for the rest of the school but it would be for over 16s.  We had about 
110 in the activities hall.  The food was a bit slow coming but it was an excellent 
event.  We raised £1,145.11 

•  
• Thurs 30th Mar - School Spring Concert.  This event is run by the Performing 

Arts/Music Dept. and involves children who have singing lessons, part of a music 
group and/or plays an instrument all showcasing their talent.  During the course of 
the evening there will be some songs from the Summer Production.  We support the 
event by holding a bottle raffle and selling refreshments. We raised £559.20 

 
• 6th May 2017 – Chestnut Grove Park Run.  Maud and Kate organised this event.  It 

was the first time we had done a sponsored Fun run. There were about 30-35 
participants who were a mixture of staff, children and parents.  We gave  prizes to the 
fastest boy, girl and adult.  Lone, Sharon and Glenis all got involved in seeking out 
sponsors to provide bananas, setting up Mydonate pages etc.  It’s been hard to 
accurately state how much money we’ve raised because of the gift aid but donations 
were in excess of £2,500.  The event has proven to be the biggest fundraiser for us.  
We should by 2018 be able to provide an accurate total 

 



• Tues 3th – Thurs 5th  July 2017- School production Les Miserables, the Performing 
Arts and Music Dept organise the production and ticket sales go to those Depts.  We 
provide refreshments across the 3 nights.  We raised £629.78 
 

• Weds 28th June 2017 – Comedy night.  Lone along with another parent– Joanna 
Mann who is booking agent for comic organised the comics.  Dean and Emma 
Wheeler cooked the meat chilli, Maud cooked the veggie chilli and Deanne Barker 
baked and donated the focaccia breads.  It was a great night with an excellent 
compere – Matt Richardson.  We had some fab raffle prizes.  We raised about 
£781.74 after comedian and food expenses.   
 

• Fri 6th Oct 2017 - Year 7 Family Fish and Chips Quiz night.  We organised this event 
to welcome new parents to the school.  We held this event in the new canteen and it 
was another successful event.  Although not a fundraising event we made £131.91. 
 

We have recorded each event in a form called the Post Event Summary (PES) which 
gives a full breakdown of the event including any lessons learnt. 

 
3.  Events – because of the ongoing building works we didn’t do a full range of events over 
the last year.  We still have aspirations to hold an International Evening working with Ms J 
Robertson (EAL) next year 2018 to launch the new school.  We should consider a range of 
events that would include the local community who may have been affected by the building 
works. 
 
4.  As I step down as Chair due to my daughter leaving the school for the Brit School I would 
like to say that I’ve enjoyed my year as Chair, it’s been a privilege to meet so many parents, 
who have made every event, achievable and enjoyable.  The support the Friends have 
received from the teaching staff and premises officers have all contributed to our successful 
events.  I wish the new committee every success for the coming year. 
 
Committee Elected on 8thhNov 2016 
Chair – Dawn Thomas 
Vice-Chair – Lone Oslen 
Treasurer – Kathy Walker 
Secretary – Glenis Paintsil 
Committee members 
Damien Austin –Walker 
Maud Gambon –Ellis   
Deborah Brodie                                       
Kate Nicolson  
Emma Wheeler 
 

 

Dawn Thomas – Chair  14th Nov 2017 

 


