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An American poet, Jessica Smith; said recently: “There 
are many things in life that are out of our control. Po-
etry is not one of them. If you want poetry to happen, 
all you have to do is do it. Write it. Organize a reading. 
Publish a magazine. Publish a book. You own the means 
of production.”  

I believe this can be applied to arts in general. In a world 
where communication and technology surrounds us and 
invades almost every part of our life there could be, 
paradoxically, a sense of disconnect with the world , so 
much is the overload of  information around us. This 
magazine is an attempt to reclaim ownership of one’s 
voice, something that in a big school like Chestnut 
Grove Academy might be difficult for some students.  
So, this magazine is meant to be an offer from the Crea-
tive Writing Club for the whole school but also, and no 
less importantly, a way to give our students more free-
dom for their talent outside of the normal curriculum. 

We hope you enjoy it! 

We would also like to thank Ms O’Herlihy, Mr Kerr 
and Mr Griffiths for all the support given to the Creative 
Writing Club since day 1. 

Ms Guerreiro 

EDITORIAL 
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THE MACHINE BEHIND MAGA 

Bosnjak, Stefan - 7 Turner 
Brussato, Sebastiano - 7 Kahlo 

Henderson, Elena - 7 Blake 
Ioanitescu, Loredana - 9 Hepworth 

Khoudari, Ibrahim - 7 Kahlo 
Lynch, Jamie-lee - 10 Turner 

Mukhtar, Asmaa - 7 Blake 
Sheerin, Rebecca - 10 Kahlo 

Spence, Jaidah - 10 Kahlo 
Teibowei, Daniella - 10 Kahlo 

West, Robin - 7 Hepworth  

and Ms Guerreiro 

MAGA is a publication created and edited 

by the Creative Writing After School Club 

of  Chestnut Grove Academy. 

Why MAGA? Because it is short for  

magazine but more excitingly because 

maga in some languages and cultures is  

associated with magic. 

This is it’s first issue. 

The aim is to publish 3 issues per school 

year. 

We plan to publish our best work and we 

would love to be publish your best work. 

Please contact us in case you have any 

doubts, questions or you would like to get 

involved in the future.  

Sometimes we are in the library, but you 

can always ask our lovely librarian Ms 

O’Herlihy or Ms Guerreiro who we are. 

COVER ART ISSUE 1 BY REICHI 
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REICHI 
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The Borough wanted hell 

rightly screaming in the flames 

the stars could 

Daughter hear as Edom 

of my we take us up 

only in music 

eye see in you 

rattle a Mockingjay’s song 

COLLECTIVE POEM BY THE CREATIVE WRITING CLUB 
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“IF THERE 'S A 

BOOK THAT 

YOU WANT TO 

READ , BUT IT 

HASN 'T BEEN 

WRITTEN YET , 

THEN YOU MUST 

WRITE IT . ”  

― TONI 

MORRISON  

TILLY SHELDON-RALLS 7 HEPWORTH 

AMY WENN 7 DA VINCI 
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SIYAM MOHAMMAD 8 KAHLO 



PAGE 7 ISSUE 1 

 

You are ugly, look at those spots 

You are dirty, haven’t you showered in the past 
month, I can’t even look at her. 

 

She wears make up, suddenly.... 

Beautiful 

Love your makeup, pretty, confident but... 

 

Look, fake advertising, do you not love yourself 

That is so, so fake 

 

You are beautiful just the way you are 

 

You’re perfect ♥  

YOU’RE PERFECT 

MERIEM  TOUTAH 7 DA VINCI 
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THIRU ANANTH (COMIC AND SCRIPT) & YUSUF AHMED (STORY) 8 KAPOOR 



“IF YOU DON 'T 

HAVE TIME TO 

READ , YOU 

DON 'T HAVE 

THE TIME (OR 

THE TOOLS) TO 

WRITE . S IMPLE 

AS THAT . ”  

― STEPHEN 

K ING  
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If you are sitting in an uncomfortable position right now. STOP! 
The last thing you need when reading or writing is to get cramps 
halfway through and forgetting what you are doing. So, this is my 
advice column and it will help you if you are a writer. 

 

The perfect nook; I mean we all love a cup of hot chocolate/
tea and a good book when we want to get comfy. Now the 
perfect nook includes loads of books or a notepad/laptop. 
You also need to have loads of blankets and pillows.  

 
 
Writer’s block; don’t worry. It is a basic when writing, but se-

riously, do not worry. If you can’t get inspiration, don’t sit 
at your desk with a pen and notebook, waiting for it to 
magically come to you. What you need is to have a you-day. 
That means to do things that you like. If that is football – 
watch a football game or go outside and play football.  

 
 
Getting inspiration; if you do not have inspiration, I find that 

the best thing to do is have a long bath – bath bombs and all 
– or go outside and get some air. There are certain environ-
ments that certain people work better in, all you need to 
do is find your certain place and do not worry if you can’t 
find it right away. It takes time to find special places. 

ADVICE FOR WRITERS 

JORDYN JACKSON 
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RONALD GRUMP 



“I CAN SHAKE 

OFF EVERYTHING 

AS I WRITE ; MY 

SORROWS 

DISAPPEAR , MY 

COURAGE IS 

REBORN . ”  

― ANNE FRANK 
(1929-1945)  
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Hero’s are brave 

They come to our rescue 

They live their lives to save 

Our lives and loved ones 

 

But not all heroes are the same 

For some are braver than others 

They play life like a game 

They are the free 

 

They fear no evil and know no bounds 

They come in our life and turn things around 

But when the day was done and 

They had the world at their feet... 

 

Suddenly this hero was destined for defeat 

A HERO DESTINED FOR DEFEAT 

DANI NEVERMORE 
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One day I will drown 

but today I swim 

 

One day I will hum 

but today I sing 

 

One day I will lose 

but today I thrive 

 

One day I will rest 

but today I dance 

 

One day I will walk 

but today I run 

 

Like millions of people one day I will die 

 

Like billions of people today 

I am alive 

 

SEBASTIANO BRUSSATO 7 KAHLO 
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 NOIR ROSE 
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MARKIE FOX 

 

 

 

Dreams are meant to be  

Bright and Colourful 

But these dreams I get  

Are Black And White  

I don’t see no colour at 

All  

I wish I can see colours again 

But sadly 

I can’t  

As I get my picture taken with  

My sister  

I can only see 

Black and white fear around  

Us  

I wish I can get my colourful dreams  

Again 

Because the dreams  

I got  

Are Monochrome Dreams  

MONOCHROME DREAMS 
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KS3 RECOMMENDADTION 

 

The Other Alice By Michelle Harrison 

This book is amazing and it might be my most favourite book ever! 
It is takes you into a world full of suspense and mystery.  It is a 
book that has magic, happiness, sadness and is just wonderful. I 
would encourage readers of all ages to read this book. This book 
will appeal in particular to people who like books like Coraline or 
Harry Potter. You will meet lots of fantastic characters who you 
want to read about again and again. I think anyone who reads this 
will love it. READ IT! 

Raiyah Valimahomed-7 Turner 

KS4 RECOMMENDADTION 

 

Asking For It By Louise O’Neill 

Lousie O’Neill is quickly becoming one of the most prolific au-
thors of Young Adult fiction. Her writing is accessible and engag-
ing. Asking for It is her second novel and as the title suggests, the 
focus is on the sensitive subject of sexual consent. The main char-
acter, Emma, is popular, smart and beautiful but she is also spite-
ful, jealous and not very supportive of her friends. She enjoys her 
status as the girl everyone wants to be friends with, however, one 
night is about to change all of that.  This book is harrowing and 
heartbreaking but utterly riveting. The characters and storyline are 
completely believable and a reflection of the sexism that still exists 
in society today.  This is a story that all students should read. 

Ms O’Herlihy  

 

 

BOOK REVIEWS 
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CLARA ELSNER-OTAL, TENLEY FUENTES 7 KAHLO  

& AYLA BRADLEY-SANNA & POPPY COULTAS 7 DA VINCI 
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What’s the point in 

War and death 

Watching many 

Take their last breath 

Watching hopes 

Disappear 

Dreams into nightmares 

Why are they here? 

All we see is 

Black and white 

Colours fade and 

Don’t put up a fight                   

Hope still lives 

Don’t fall in despair 

Know that your love ones 

Are always there 

 

For you 

HOPE AND DESPAIR 

MARKIE FOX  AND  NOIR ROSE 

“SO LONG AS YOU 

WRITE WHAT YOU 

WISH TO WRITE ,  

THAT IS ALL THAT 

MATTERS ;  AND 

WHETHER IT 

MATTERS FOR AGES 

OR ONLY FOR 

HOURS ,  NOBODY 

CAN SAY . ”  

― V IRGINIA 

WOOLF  

(1882—1941) 



OUR NEXT ISSUE IS WAITING 

FOR YOUR BEST ARTWORK, 

FOR YOUR BEST STORIES, FOR 

YOUR BEST POETRY! 

COME ON,  NOW! 
DON’T BE S HY!  

TOM GAULD IS A BRITISH CARTOONIST AND ILLUSTRATOR .  CHECK OUT HIS 

WORK AT  WWW .TOMGAULD .COM 

“THERE IS NO 

GREATER AGONY 

THAN BEARING 

AN UNTOLD 

STORY INSIDE 

YOU . ”  

― MAYA 

ANGELOU  

(1928-2014)  


