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1. VISION 

Homework is an important part of Chestnut Grove Academy’s ethos of high achievement 
and academic progress. It is vital because it increases learning time by 25 percent a year 
and enables students to develop their independent learning skills. 

It is also important because isit the main channel by which education becomes a shared 
responsibility between home and school. 

 

2. POLICY STATEMENT  

 Reinforce development and establish concepts and skills taught in class. 

 Develop the ability to work independently and develop character encapsulated within the 
PROUD values. 

 Develop skills of personal organisation, time management, revision and study skills 

 Be accessible to students of all abilities. 

 

3. TIME ALLOCATED FOR HOMEWORK 

 

Year Minimum time spent of homework 

7 30 minutes per subject per week (double this for English and Maths, one of 
which may be independent/research based in nature)   

8 30-45 minutes per subject per week (double this for English and Maths, one of 
which may be independent/research based in nature)   

9 45-60 minutes per subject per week (double this for English and Maths, one of 
which may be independent/research based in nature)   

10 60 minutes per subject per week 

11 60 minutes per subject per week 

12/13 One hour of Homework for every hour spent in class (approximately 5 hours 
per week) 

 

All students are expected to complete an agreed amount of homework. For students with 
EHCP or a diagnosed special need this may need to be discussed with parents in order to 
make the task relevant and realistic. For students that find completing homework a 
challenge for a variety of reasons we offer an after school learning zone with adult support 
in a quiet place. 

 

At Key Stage 3, the majority of subjects set homework once a week with the expectation of 
English and Maths which is set homework twice a week. Subjects such as PBE have one 
lesson per week and therefore, set homework every two weeks. Performing Arts set one 
written homework per half term due to rotation of dance and drama. Some homework tasks 
in Performing Arts may be practical’s.  
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Year 7 Students are introduced to homework through a phased approach to ensure they are 
supported in learning. 
 
The approach is as follows: 
From the start of Year 7: English, Maths, Science, Health, MFL, Computing and PBE 
homework is set. 
From four weeks into the start of year 7: Homework is set as per the homework timetable in 
all subjects.  
 
At Key Stage 4 the majority of subjects set homework once a week with the exception of 
English, Maths and Science which set homework twice a week. In these subjects, the 
second homework may be independent or research based in nature. 
 
In the Sixth Form students will be set a minimum of five hours of independent study for each 
subject taken. 
 

4. RESPONSIBILITIES  

4.1   TEACHERS  

 To set and collect, mark and record progress in line with the Assessment, Marking 
and Reporting Policy. 

 To take action if homework is not completed, see 5.2 

 To devise homework tasks that complement skills learnt in class, support knowledge 
acquisition and help students to develop character attributes encased encapsulated 
within the PROUD values. 

 To ensure that homework is appropriately differentiated for students of all abilities. 

 To ensure that homework tasks set are fully understood by all students, have clear 
expectations and deadlines and are written in students diaries. See homework at 
start of lessons. 

 Homework tasks should have been considered and planned in advance of the 
lesson, in line with schemes of work.  

 Deadlines should ensure students have adequate time to plan and complete all 
homework. 

 

4.2   STUDENTS 

 To write details of homework and deadlines in diaries. 

 To ensure that the homework task is fully understood. 

 Seek resolve problems before he deadline and if necessary, see the member of staff 
concerned for help. 

 To ensure that homework is completed to the best of their ability. 

 To submit all homework by the deadline set by the teacher. 
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4.3  TUTORS AND LEARNING MENTORS 

 To check Bromcom logs on a daily basis and take action the next morning to remind 
students if homework has been logged as being missed the previous day. 

 To check and sign student diaries on a weekly bases. 

 To use academic monitoring sessions to support and provide targets for homework. 

 To keep an overview of the tutor group’s homework through frequent monitoring of 
quantity and quality of tasks set, and keep the RSL and relevant HOD informed if 
problems occur. 

 To take appropriate action in the event of a student not doing homework across 
generally, rather than in one specific subject. 

 To be the first port of call if parents are concerned about homework generally, rather 
than in one specific subject. 

 

4.4   HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS 

 To ensure that there is a coherent homework policy for the subject, shared with all 
members of the department followed consistently by all staff. 

 To provide examples of successful homework tasks and support on how to raise 
submission levels, displayed in the handbook or shared at department meetings. 

 To ensure that homework is appropriate in quality and quantity for all ages and 
abilities through regular planner and book look monitoring. 

 To take action in the event of a student persistently not doing homework. 

 

4.5  RAISING STANDARDS LEADERS 

 To ensure that all students and parents in the year group are aware of the homework 
policy and timetable. 

 To ensure that the homework timetable is being adhered to. 

 To take action, or support a tutor’s action, in the event of a student not doing 
homework across several subjects as indicated either through teachers’ contacting 
tutors, Bromcom reports or through the termly data (H1-4) (see below). 

 To monitor the tutors’ monitoring of homework and signing of diaries. 

 To ensure that relevant HODs are alerted if quality and quantity of homework needs 
addressing.  

 

5. POLICY INTO PRACTICE  

 

5.1   STUDENTS COMPLETING HOMEWORK 

Students who regularly submit homework of a good standard are rewarded through the 
Vivo rewards system. In addition, whole year group competitions are used to identify 
high performing students who are rewarded through ‘Celebration of Achievement’ 
assemblies. Partners are also informed of their child’s success by phone call, postcard 
or letter home. 



CHESTNUT GROVE ACADEMY                                            

6 

Parents will be notified of students who are consistently completing homework to an 
excellent standard via termly progress data reports which include a judgement (H1-4) of 
the quality of homework. H4 indicates consistently excellent homework. 

5.2   STUDENTS FAILING TO SUBMIT HOMEWORK 

It is the responsibility of all teachers to inform parents/guardians if a student has failed to 
hand in a homework assignment. This could be a note in the diary, a phone-call, text 
message or a letter, in accordance with the departmental policy. This should be logged 
on Bromcom to enable tutors, RSLs and Senior leaders to identify students for whom 
homework completion is a problem across a number of subjects. 

It is also the responsibility of teachers/departments to put in place systems whereby 
students catch up on missing homework at lunch-time or after-school hours. In instances 
where these detentions are missed, teachers should follow the school behaviour policy 
consistently. 

Parents should be invited to the school by subject teachers/Heads of department when 
completion of homework is a persistent problem. 

 

Tutors should monitor Bromcom logs on a daily basis to check where students have missed 
homework; they should take action each morning to ensure that students are taking steps to 
complete missing homework. Where there is a pattern to a student missing homework 
across a range of subjects, tutors should take early action to ensure that the student rapidly 
begins to complete homework again. This action should be in conjunction with subject 
teachers.  

Tutors should also monitor the termly progress data, particularly the grades H1-4 for 
homework completion. In instances where students are receiving H1-2 across several 
subjects, the tutor should contact parents and also use academic monitoring to improve the 
student’s homework completion. If homework does not improve, RSLs should be contacted 
to provide additional support. 

 

6. MONITORING AND EVALUATION PROCEDURES 

Homework is monitored by: 

 Tutors, weekly, by dairies. 

 Monitoring sheets given to RSLs, plus ‘spot checks’ of diaries. 

 HODs observations of lesson plans and books etc. As per MSER Policy 

 Reports as part of department/RSL review. 

 Reports from RSLs on homework after data collection to SLT; this follows a 
proforma, and indentifies strengths and weakness. 

 Spot checks by Senior Leadership Team, monitoring meetings with HODs and RSLs, 
checks observations and internal reviews. 

 Parent voice via parent questionnaires at parents’ evenings. 


