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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
           
Dear Parents/Carers,

As another exam season ends I would like to thank all of our students in Years 11,12 and 13 for their 
exemplary conduct over the past couple of months. I have been so incredibly impressed with how 
positive the students have been and all of the extra work they have put in to their studies. I would also 
like to thank all of the staff who have worked so hard to ensure that the exams have run smoothly. 
There are too many people involved to name them all individually but I would like to say a special 
thank you to Mr Rajan, our new Exams Officer and Ms Davies, Senior Deputy Head, who oversees all 
of the public exams. Now we have the long wait for results, but whilst we are all waiting I would like
to wish Year 11 and Year 13 an enjoyable extended summer holiday and I look forward to welcoming
Year 11 back next week as sixth formers. Will Year 11 parents please read the item from Mr Taylor 
about sixth form induction and enrolment carefully as it contains important dates for your diary.

Study incentive club
On Tuesday I was joined by a group of eager students who helped me to sow seeds in our new raised 
beds. We have plated 4 courgette plants and a cucumber plants and have sown chard, pea, broad 
bean and spinach seeds. We didn’t let the pouring rain deter us from sowing the seeds of the first 
Chestnut Grove harvest.



LGBT+ panel
Last Wednesday I joined Year 8 who attended a LGBT+ panel with members of the LGBT+ community. 
The purpose of the ‘Question time’ style panel was to challenge discrimination of the LGBT+ community 
and to gain a better understanding of how we can all work together to combat discrimination. The maturity 
and thought that the Year 8 students put into their questioning made me feel incredibly PROUD as they 
demonstrated our positive, open-minded and determined values. 

National recognition for Sharon Noble’s fundraising work
Last week, Sharon Noble, our Development Manager, represented Chestnut Grove Academy at the 
National Conference of the IDPE (Institute of Development Professionals in Education).  

She provided a lunchtime workshop for schools starting out in fundraising – with 25 people attending, 
giving them tips and hints on applying to trusts and foundations, and helping them understand how best to 
fundraise in an academic setting.

In the afternoon Sharon worked with Tara George from St Benedicts School in West London to provide 
a talk and panel session on ‘Engaging with parents and working with your PTA’.  This was attended 
by 50 people from around the UK (Independent and State Schools) and aimed to give them ideas and 
confidence to engage with their parent community.

It is likely that Sharon will start working with the IDPE to make their training and conferences more 
accessible to state schools and academies, and to provide more in depth fundraising workshops over the 
next year. We are very lucky to have Sharon on our team providing a high level of fundraising expertise 
which has allowed us to get many grants over the last couple of years which we would not have otherwise 
been able to access.

Thank you for all your hard work Sharon! It was also nice to see Sharon acknowledged in FundEd 
magazine, which goes to every school in Wandsworth:



Full article available here:
https://content.yudu.com/libraryHtml/A43mfd/FundEdMagazineSummer/reader.
html?page=14&origin=reader

Student achievements
I have been pleased to hear this week of another case of Chestnut Grove students’ success. Lukas 
Bradshaw and Alexander McDonagh, Year 8, have been working on a project outside of school to 
develop an iPhone game called Meep Sheep Collision Course. They attended a technology fair in 
Manchester earlier this year called Coolest Projects (http://coolestprojects.org), which is a UK-wide 
event for young people to demonstrate their technology projects, where they was able to showcase the 
game and really impressed the judges, winning first prize in the games category. Part of the prize was 
flights to present the game at the international event in Dublin, which was in May. That was much bigger, 
with about 900 children there. Some had even travelled from Argentina and Japan and although they 
didn’t win anything that time, they did a fantastic job demonstrating the game to the judges. 

Lukas and Alexander continue to work on developing the game, and is aiming to put it on the Apple App 
Store later this year for other people to download and enjoy. Watch this space! 

End of term arrangements
I would like to take this opportunity to remind all parents of the arrangements for the end of term:

Wednesday 17th July – Grand opening – School closes at 13.20
Thursday 18th July – Last day of term – School closes at 12.20
Friday 19th July – Staff professional day – No students in school



Students are expected to attend the Academy every day with the expectation that each student should 
achieve a minimum 95% attendance.

Sickness:
If for any reason a student will be absent then Parents/Carers are requested to phone the Attendance 
Officer (Ms Ramsay on 0208 673 8737 option 1) before 08:30 on the first day of absence. If the absence 
is for more than one day, you will need to phone the school each day of the sickness. A doctor’s note 
will be required after three days absence.
Lateness:
Morning registration starts at 8.45am. Students arriving after 8.45am will not be admitted through the 
main gate and will be asked to sign in at reception.  Students will be marked late by the attendance 
officer and parents will receive a text informing them that the student has a same day detention to make 
up the number of minutes late. Students who are late and have a note from their Parent/Carer explaining 
the lateness, should report directly to the Attendance Officer before going to class. Students who 
arrive after 10am with no parental explanation are considered absent and are recorded as such on the 
Academy roll.
Appointments:
The Attendance Officer should be alerted to appointments attended during the school day, by a note 
in your child’s planner, which should also be accompanied by the appointment letter or copy of the 
confirmation text received. 

Please do not call, email or text the school if your child needs to leave school early for an 
appointment as their note will suffice.  This note must be authorised by your child’s RSL (Raising 
Standards Leader) before they can leave. 

Ms Ramsay,  Attendance Officer

ATTENDANCE

The arrangements for the start of term are as follows:
Wednesday 4th September – Y7 induction
Thursday 5th September – All students return to school in Y7-11
Monday 9th September – Sixth form return to school*
*Sixth form enrolment takes paces prior to Monday 9th September

Christian Kingsley, Headteacher

Safeguarding 

Your child’s safety is of paramount concern to us. If you have any concerns over the personal 
development, behaviour or welfare of your child or any other child within Chestnut Grove Academy that 
cannot be resolved by the child’s teacher, tutor or RSL, please contact the Designated Safeguarding 
Lead (DSL) Ms Jackson on 0208 772 2510 or Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead Mikayla Jolley on 
0208 772 2545. Should either of these be unavailable and you have an urgent safeguarding concern, 
please ask for the other Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads, Ms Verber or Mr Taylor.



PE DEPARTMENT

FOOTBALL

The Year 7 girls played a football fixture against Trinity on Wednesday 12th June. With heavy rain, it was 
not ideal conditions for the game. The girls did not let this phase them and got off to a good start. They 
had many decent opportunities early on but were unable to find the back of the net! Trinity then gained 
a good spell of possession and went 1-0 up. The girls continued to work hard and managed to score a 
well-deserved equalizer. The half time score was 1-1. A number of changes were made at half time to 
ensure the girls got the playing time they deserved. Trinity started the second half strongly and went 
3-1 up. The girls did not let this effect their confidence and worked hard to get themselves back into the 
game. Tinsahe scored two goals in the last 5 minutes to get Chestnut a well-earned draw. Great work 
girls!    

Ms M Smith 
PE Teacher

ATHLETICS

Congratulations to Tiarnan Matthews who will be representing the London Athletics Team in the Shot at 
the English School Athletics Championship in Birmingham on the 12th and 13th July.  

BASKETBALL CLUB

Now that exams have all but finished basketball club is back up and running in the sports hall on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  All students welcome to attend. Please speak to Sam Mills for full details. 

Mr Tobin and the PE team

PERFORMING ARTS

School show – We Will Rock You!   

Dates are now Monday 8th July, Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th. Tickets are on parentpay.
Doors open at 6.30pm and show begins at 7pm.

Rehearsals are Monday, Tuesday and Thursday after school. Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday lunch.

Tech rehearsal Saturday 6th July. Please return reply slip.

Look forward to seeing you!

Ms Durban and the Performing Arts Team



On Thursday 3rd October 2019 we will be holding the Chestnut Grove careers fair from 9am – 3pm. 
We are pleased to already have a wide range of employers, colleges and further education institutes 
attending and more information will be given out nearer the time but we are keen to have the broadest 
range of industries represented.  

If you feel able to give up your time to come and discuss your career or industry with our students or have 
any contacts who would do the same, we would love to hear from you. 

Please contact Luke O Neill, pastoral/careers administrator: 
loneill@chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk
or Noel Tierney, careers advisor:
ntierney@chesnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk

Ms Verber, Assistant Headteacher 

CHESTNUT GROVE CAREER FAIR 2019

CURIOSITY CLUB PAPER MAKING WORKSHOP

On Tuesday 18th June Ms Robinson and Ms Buchanan welcomed Patrick, from 
the Western Riverside Waste Authority, to the school to lead Curiosity Club. 
Students were absolutely fantastic and confidently contributed to discussions 
around waste and recycling. The group were given a demonstration on how to 
create recycled paper then got to try it out for themselves! Patrick was really 
impressed with the students’ knowledge and positivity throughout the session. 
Well done! 

We will be starting an extra-curricular club next year on the theme of an ‘eco-club’, where there will be 
similar workshops and a chance to engage in all things environmental. More on this in September!

Ms R Robinson, Geography Teacher



TfL STARS
 
 
In our most recent school wide survey results show that 93% of students 
arrive to school by public transport or active travel - well done Chestnut 
Grove Academy! Of this 93%, 35% of you ‘actively travel’ to school either 
by walking or cycling, not only helping the environment, but also making 
your journey to school part of your healthy lifestyle. 

Thank you to any parents who completed the online survey regarding students’ journey to school. 
Something that came from your responses was a demand for cycle training for students. In addition to 
this, the school survey indicated that more students would prefer to be cycling. With this in mind we are 
hoping to offer some cycling training starting next year. If this is something you know a student would be 
keen for please email me to register your interest. 

We are also developing a working group for staff, students and parents. The aim will be for people to play 
a part in making sure children’s journeys to school are sustainable and safe. Thank you again to those of 
you who have replied or have said they would consider joining this group on the survey. If you have not 
already, could you please email me directly at rrobinson@chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk if you 
would be happy to join. 

Ms R Robinson 
Geography Teacher

FRIENDS OF CHESTNUT GROVE

Easyfundraising

We have raised £1175.18 so far using this scheme and there is absolutely no cost to you! Please con-
sider signing up to activate it for all of your online shopping (holidays, groceries, insurance, fashion, 
home, garden, presents and more). Once you have done so you will only need to click on the automat-
ic pop-up whenever you browse these sites. 
The link is: www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/chestnutgroveacademy

General emails to friendsofchestnutgrove@gmail.com 
Follow us on our Facebook page Friends of Chestnut Grove.



HEAD’S COMMENDATIONS

Headteacher’s commendations are given for students demonstrating the PROUD 
ethos, either through behaviour or exceptional pieces of work.  Any student can be 
nominated by their teacher. Students who receive a commendation get a certificate 
from the Headteacher and also receive 100 PROUD POINTS. The following students 
have received commendations in the past fortnight:

Representing Chestnut Grove
Lukas Brayshaw
Linton O’Riordan

Mathematics
Felix Bill

Science
Seb Hunt



YEAR TEAMS
YEAR 7

Chessington, World of Adventure - Year 7 Demonstrating PROUD Rewards Trip 
2019

The trip will happen on Tuesday 16th July 2019. We will be gone for the whole school day - returning to 
school at approximately 16:00. Students need to have 40 PROUD points minimum (40 circles signed 
by staff) to Mrs Fletcher- Carter by Friday 28th June. The letter for parents to give permission has been 
sent out and the day costs £15 per child, this includes travel and entry ticket. Both the permission slip 
and £15 needs to be returned and paid before 1st July. If not received your child will stay at school on 
the rewards day. Students can wear their own suitable and appropriate clothes - A big shout out to the 
student council reps that put the case forward to Mr Kingsley for ‘own clothes’ and were successful. 

Netball For Change - Year 7 girls - Tuesday P.E lessons 1 & 2 

Hannah Charles from Comic relief UK came to visit Chestnut Grove on Tuesday to sit in on one of the 
numerous projects they fund. I received this lovely message from her about her visit:
“Thank you so much for having me to visit Chestnut Grove this morning. It was brilliant to see the 
Netball sessions in action and how the discussions about social media are weaved into the sport.



The girls all looked like they were having a great time, and really engaged in the sessions.
Thanks again for having me visit”

Hannah

Year 7 Art Specialists 
The Year 7 Art Specialists have been creating lino prints inspired by the work of Ernst Haeckel. Hopefully 
the sun will be shining next lesson so we can get outside to continue creating the prints.

Year 7 Geography
Year 7 have been busy learning to
read OS maps in Geography.

Mrs Fletcher-Carter
Raising Standards Leader Year 7

YEAR 8 

Parents Evening
Thank you to all those who attended and supported parents’ evening last night. These evenings are so 
important for ensuring proactive communication between school and ensuring the achievement of this 
group of young people we are all so invested in.

LGBT+ Panel
Last week’s LGBT+ panel was a massive success with the year group fully embracing an opportunity 
to meet people from the LGBT+ community. Often at these events students are shy and avoid asking 
questions but we were overwhelmed with the number of questions asked. I hope the students found it a 
useful experience to promote respect and acceptance in our community.



Rewards Trip
The reward trip incentive thunders on with the first 25% of the year group having made it over the 
required 35 points, the rest are close behind with some incredible efforts being made. 

The year group finished last week with 8789 proud points (over twice that of the next highest year group 
but no one’s comparing…).
8 Kapoor 1629
8 Hepworth 1620
8 Turner 1489
8 Da Vinci 1458
8 Blake 1414
8 Kahlo 1179

Students who have particularly impressed me with their points totals are:
Maria Lawyer  2063
Freddie Massey  1802
Lucy Keenoy   1648
Ilyas Ugrader   1566
Lukas Brayshaw  1564
Ivana Kuzmanoska  1545
Eleni Wright   1503
Eliza Goulborn  1471
Maia Ganesh   1449
Siofra Mawdsley  1382
Ruby Bergin   1358
Linton O’Riordan  1354
Romilly Davis-Barrett  1348
Molly Powell   1331
Benjamin Powell-Howard 1309
Maria De La Lama  1301
Robert Rosu   1297
Bethia Turner  1295
Leonii Hesse-Campbell 1262
Wiktor Cislo   1261
Alexander McDonagh 1257
Kate Woods   1220

For those who have not reached the 35+ target, lateness is the most common cause with each incident 
of being late counting as -5. If you do receive texts from the school regarding lateness please ensure 
you discuss this with your child and support as with raising standards and getting them on the trip.

Mr O’Keeffe
Raising Standards Leader Year 8



YEAR 9
 
Year 9 have all been invited to the end of year rewards trip to Thorpe Park. By now your child has 
received their trip letter and consent form. I am looking forward to the trip as all the students have 
deserved this for all their hard work and efforts during KS3. The cost of the trip is £32 and this includes 
travel and park entry, however if you need support with this or are free school meals, then please get in 
contact and I am happy to discuss. As part of the trip, students need to continue to display outstanding 
punctuality and behaviour in order to attend Thorpe Park. As we stand, all Year 9 students will be 
allowed to come and it would be a shame if some do not show the behaviour required to join us. This 
is also a final chance for me to enjoy a trip with the students before my departure at the end of term. 
Please could students bring in their consent forms by 29th June at the latest and ensure payments are 
made via parent pay or by cheque, consent forms should be given to their tutors.

Again I would like to stress the importance of students arriving to school and lessons on time as this 
will have an impact on their learning but additionally impact the learning of others. 

Mr Stokes
Raising Standards Leader Year 9

YEAR 10 

Year 10 Work Experience 

•	 Students have now had their placement letters. All parents need to have to signed the consent form 
and return to Mr O Neill.  

•	 Students must make contact with their placement to arrange an interview/visit in June. Mr O 
Neill, your child’s Tutor or Mr McCarthy can help and support students with making phone calls to 
employers where necessary. Students can go to the SEN office to talk to Mr O Neill about this and 
can make the phone call to their employer from the phone in his office.  

•	 Students may not make appointments to visit work placements during Year 10 exams – please 
check your mock exam timetable before agreeing to a visit/interview time.  

•	 The main office has a list of all the placements to confirm which students are visiting which 
employers – students should have a note in their diary to say where they are going, time and 
parent’s permission to go to interview. 

Year 10 Exam time table 

Year 10 students are currently sitting their end of Year 10 mock exams. Please find a copy of the 
timetable below.

In order to support your child’s learning please ensure that your child: 
•	 Has the revision materials needed for each subject
•	 Manages their time effectively; e.g. ensuring revision and homework are completed, limit use of 

computer games, watching TV and time spent on mobile devices



•	 Eats healthily in the run up to and during exams
•	 Gets plenty of sleep
•	 Brings a reusable bottle of water to exams

Year 10 Mock Exam Timetable June 2019

Mr McCarthy
Raising Standards Leader Year 10



YEAR 11

Exams have now finished and I hope all of the students have been enjoying a very well deserved week 
of rest.

Graduation is in a week’s time on 28th June starting promptly at 4.30pm. The school gates will open 
at 4pm so that everyone has an opportunity to take photos prior to the ceremony, as, following the 
ceremony, students attending the boat party will need to immediately make their way to Westminster 
Pier. You are very welcome to go with your child up to Westminster Pier and wave them off!

The boat will leave Westminster Pier at 7pm sharp and both Ms Verber and I have reminded students 
that they must be at the pier no later than 6.45pm as security is tight. In the past, we have had some 
students that haven’t heeded that important piece of information, and have not been able to come on 
the boat as a result.

The boat will dock at 11pm at which point students will either make their own way home or return to 
Balham with teachers. Students will then make their own way home from Balham, or, alternatively, can 
be collected by parents. Parents are equally welcome to collect students at Westminster Pier if you 
would like to do so. 

If your child ordered a hoody and have collected it, I hope that they have shown it to you. If your child 
hasn’t collected their hoody yet (I have 6 left in my office!), then please do ask them to come into school 
to collect it. If not, I will bring them to the graduation ceremony for the students to collect then. 

I will say more at graduation, but it has been an absolute pleasure to be entrusted with your child’s care 
whilst they have been at Chestnut Grove Academy. They are a wonderful bunch of young
people, unique and special in their own way, and I am looking forward to welcoming them all back in 
the sixth form next term. As I have said on numerous occasions, this isn’t the end of your journey at 
Chestnut Grove, it’s simply the start of the next chapter. My current screen saver on my office computer 
is the picture below.

Ms Striesow
Raising Standards 
Leader Year 11



SIXTH FORM

Just a reminder that Year 12 students are currently on Work Experience (WEX) until Friday 28th June and 
that they will return to school on Monday 1st July.  Sixth formers will not be involved in Sports Day on this 
day, but instead will be following a bespoke programme in school preparing them for Year 13.  This will 
include:      

Monday 1st July 2019

8.45am to 9.30am:  Reflections on what they have learnt and become through their 
WEX

• Which employability skills can they now reference in their UCAS personal statements and in their 
applications for Apprenticeships?
• Which soft skills have they acquired, and demonstrated, which can support their applications?
• How has their time-management improved?
• Have their organisational skills been enhanced?
• Has their experience better prepared them for their next steps?

9.30am to 11.30am:  Focus on Extra-Curricular Activities for 2019-2020

Within the sixth form we wish to provide an exceptional experience for all our learners.  A key component 
of this is the non-qualification activities on offer for students to engage with.  Certain activities are well 
established, for instance: 

• Democracy Wall 
• Sixth Form Society
• Debating Club 
• Sports
• Cross-Age Tutoring 
• Peer-Mentoring 

However, we recognise that our students have diverse interests and may wish to develop their own 
opportunities to influence others and to share their passion. This session will allow students to plan ahead 
in determining how they wish to participate, and to organise the participation of others, as leaders 
of their own learning.

Students will:
• brain-storm ideas and think creatively
• sign up for clubs and societies running next year  
• deliver a 5 minute presentation (as part of a group) outlining how often their club will run, who 
their target audience will be, which guest speakers they hope to invite in and what their intended impact 
will be to further enhance the sixth form experience for students.

11.30am to 12.15pm:  LUNCH 

This will be provided for FSM students only as the rest of the school will be at Sports Day.  All other 
students should either bring a packed lunch or money to purchase food locally.



12.15pm to 3.00pm:  Focus on UCAS/Apprenticeships

All students will be logging on to UCAS to begin completing their personal details and their qualifications 
section of the form.  Accuracy here is essential, so needs specific time set aside to complete properly.

NB.  The day will finish at 3.00pm for sixth form students.

UCAS/Apprenticeship Parents’ Evening  - Tuesday 2nd July
There is a UCAS/Apprenticeship Parents’ Evening on Tuesday 2nd July 6-7pm in the Sixth Form Study.

Year 11 into 12 Sixth Form Induction Day:  Tuesday 25th June 2019

A reminder that students that have applied to the Sixth Form will be required to attend a one day 
induction programme on Tuesday 25th June.  

This important induction programme provides a unique opportunity for students to find out more about 
life in the Sixth Form at Chestnut Grove Academy, and to sample some taster lessons to help them 
finalise which courses they will begin from September 2018.  

It is also a chance for students to begin considering the pathways available beyond the Sixth Form such 
as university, apprenticeships or employment opportunities of all kinds.  

Running alongside the taster lessons there will be Careers Talks (with an Apprenticeships focus) by our 
independent Careers Advisor Mr Tierney.  

We look forward to welcoming our new intake of sixth form students on what promises to be an 
informative induction day.

Mr J Taylor
Head of Sixth form 


