A Level History Specification 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]TYPE OF QUALIFICATION
	Edexcel A Level History

	LEVEL OF ENTRY
	5+ 9-4 passes at GCSE, preferably with a grade 6 in History 

	METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
	Written examination and coursework 

	LENGTH OF COURSE & NUMBER OF LESSONS PER CYCLE
	2 year A Level, with 5 lessons per week



	Level
	Unit
	Title
	Grade Weighting

	A Level
	Unit 1
	 Britain transformed, 1918-97
	30% 

	A Level
	Unit 2
	The USA, 1955-92: conformity and challenge
	20%

	A Level
	Unit 3
	The British Experience of Warfare, 1790-1918
	30% 

	A level
	Unit 4
	Coursework: interpretations of history 
	20% 
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Aspects in depth: Britain at war overseas

Key topics Content

1 Britain and e Facing the French threat on land: the role of Wellington in
the French the defeat of the French.

Wars,

e Facing the French threat at sea: the role of Nelson in the
1793-1815 defeat of the French.

e The impact on the British economy, industry, commerce and
agriculture of the length of the conflict.

2 The Crimean |+ Facing the Russian threat in the Crimea: the impact of the
War, 1854-56 battles of Alma and Balaclava and the siege of Sebastopol;
the role of Lord Raglan.

e The problems of medical care; the work of Florence
Nightingale and Mary Seacole in the Crimea.

« Changing attitudes of the public in Britain to the conduct of
the war, including the impact of the photography of Roger
Fenton and the reportage of William Russell.

3 The second e Facing the Boers in southern Africa: the nature of British
Boer War, army; the significance of the sieges of Mafeking, Kimberley
1899-1902 and Ladysmith and the impact of Black Week.

« The importance of the roles of Field Marshalls Roberts and
Kitchener, and General Sir Redvers Buller in achieving
victory.

« Changing attitudes of the public in Britain to the conflict,
including the impact of the reportage of Winston Churchill
and the work of Emily Hobhouse.

4 Trench e Reasons for change from a war of movement to attrition;
warfare on the entrenchment and the building of defensive systems; the
Western Front, need for military adjustment; the use of new fighting

1914-18 techniques and new technology - machine guns, chlorine

gas, tanks, fuse 106 and the creeping barrage.

e British public perception of, and changing attitudes to, war
on the Western Front; government attempts to restrict,
direct reportage by journalists from the Western Front.

e The significance of Haig’s major offensives for the conduct
of the war and attitudes to it: the Somme in 1916,
Passchendaele in 1917, the Hundred Days’ Offensive in

1918.
5 The war in e The impact of aerial reconnaissance: photographic,
the air, observation and communication.

1914-18 e« The development of the Royal Flying Corps as a fighting

force; the importance of technology in the development of
air combat; the importance of air power in achieving victory
in 1918.

e« The impact on public opinion, propaganda and defence
systems of Zeppelin and Gotha bombing of undefended
British towns.
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Coursework

Overview

The purpose of this coursework is to enable students to develop
skills in the analysis and evaluation of interpretations of history in
a chosen question, problem or issue as part of an independently
researched assignment.

The focus is on understanding the nature and purpose of the
work of the historian. Students will be required to form a critical
view based on relevant reading on the question, problem or
issue. They will also be specifically required to analyse, explain
and evaluate the interpretations of three historians.

The coursework will be assessed using a centre-set assignment.
Assignments must meet the requirements detailed below. An
assignment framework is provided to support the development of
individual assignments.
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Content

Learning objectives
Students will:

« recognise that interpretations are representations and
constructions of the past

« recognise the relationships between interpretations and the
questions that they seek to ask and answer

« comprehend and analyse the defining elements of particular
interpretations

« explain why historians arrive at the interpretations they do and
understand that differences in interpretation can be legitimate

« be able to evaluate differing interpretations against appropriate
and relevant criteria

o organise and communicate their findings.
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Paper 1, Option 1H:
Britain transformed, 1918-97

Overview

1 A changing
political and
economic
environment,
1918-79

This option comprises a study in breadth, in which students will
learn about the extent to which Britain was transformed
politically, socially, economically and culturally in the years
1918-79. They will consider responses to the challenges of war,
fluctuations in the economy, technological advancement and the
desire for greater social equality.

The focus of study is on developments and changes over a broad
timescale and so the content is presented as themes spanning a
significant duration: 1918-79. This option also contains a study
in depth of historical interpretations on a broad question, which is
contextualised by, and runs on from, the themes: what impact
Thatcher’s governments had on Britain, 1979-97.

Themes Content

A changing political landscape: changing party fortunes,
1918-31; the National government, 1931-45; Labour
government, the rise of consensus politics and political
challenge, 1945-79.

Economic challenges in 1918 and post-war boom, crisis and
recovery, 1918-39; creating a managed economy, 1939-
51; the response to economic challenges, 1951-79.

Change and challenge in the workplace: the reasons for,
and consequences of, industrial change and changing
industrial relations, 1918-39; changing working
opportunities and conditions, 1939-79; industrial relations,
1939-1979, and the reason for their breakdown in the
1960s and 70s.

2 Creating a
welfare state,
1918-79

Providing social welfare: the extent, and nature of, social
welfare provision, 1918-39; the impact of the Second World
War, the Labour government and consensus, 1939-64; the
reasons for increasing challenges to state welfare provision,
1964-79.

Public health: health provision, 1918-45; the creation and
impact of the National Health Service (NHS), 1945-79, and
the challenge of medical advances.

Education and widening opportunities: education policy,
1918-43; the significance of the ‘Butler Act’ 1944, and the
development of comprehensive education to 1979; the
growth and social impact of university education, 1918-79.
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3 Society in « Class and social values: class, social change and the impact
of wars, 1918-51; the emergence of the ‘liberal society’,
1918-79 and its opponents, 1951-79.

e The changing role and status of women: the right to vote
and political advancement, 1918-79; changes in family life
and the quest for personal freedoms, 1918-79.

e« Race and immigration: immigration policies and attitudes
towards ethnic minorities, 1918-39; the impact of the
Second World War and new Commonwealth immigration;
racial controversy and the impact of government policies on
race relations and immigration, 1958-79.

4 The changing | « Changing living standards: the impact of boom, crisis and
quality of life, recovery, and the significance of regional differences,
1918-79 1918-39; the effects of ‘total war’ and austerity, 1939-51;
the growth of a consumer society, 1951-79.

e Popular culture and entertainment: the impact of mass
popular culture, including cinema, radio and music,
1918-79; the influence of television from the 1950s and
youth culture, 1955-79.

e Leisure and travel: the growth of spectator sports from the
1920s; increased leisure time and the development of mass
tourism from the 1930s; the impact of car ownership and
travel developments, 1918-79.
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Historical

Content

interpretations

What impact
did Thatcher’s
governments
(1979-90)
have on
Britain,
1979-97?

e The effect of Thatcher’s economic policies.

o The extent to which state intervention and the public sector
were ‘rolled-back’.

e The extent of political and social division within Britain.

e The effect of Thatcherism on politics and party
development.
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Paper 2, Option 2H.2:
The USA, 1955-92: conformity and challenge

Overview

1 Affluence
and
conformity,
1955-63

This option comprises a study in depth of the USA in the years
1955-92, from post-1945 affluence, through racial and political
protests in the 1960s, to the rise of right-wing groups in the
1980s and the development of bitter divisions between
Democrats and Republicans.

Students will gain an in-depth understanding of the challenges
posed to the American political system by popular protests and
different styles of leadership, and the effects on society of
widespread economic, social and cultural change.

Key topics Content

Urbanisation and affluence: the changing nature of cities;
expansion of the suburbs; highway development; growing
ownership and use of cars; white collar jobs and service
industries; consumerism and domestic technology.

Cultural conformity and challenge: suburban conformity and
social change in film and TV; advertising; the challenge of
teenage culture and music; ‘beatnik’ culture.

The civil rights movement, including the Montgomery and
Birmingham protests; the impact of the Washington march;
the Ku Klux Klan and White Citizens’ Committees.

Kennedy’s New Frontier: social welfare and unemployment
programmes; environmentalism and expansion of the
National Park system; the Peace Corps; the space
programme; extent of Kennedy’s domestic achievements.

2 Protest and
reaction,
1963-72

Civil rights: the significance of Malcolm X, Black Power and
the Black Panthers; King’s changing priorities, including the
campaigns in Selma and Chicago; King’s achievements and
the impact of his assassination; the work of Cesar Chavez.

Protest and personal freedom: student protest; counter-
culture and its key features; the growth of the women’s
movement; the impact of sexual liberalisation; the origins of
gay rights.

Johnson’s Great Society, 1964-68: tackling poverty and
unemployment; improving housing and education; Medicare
and Medicaid; civil rights laws; Johnson’s achievements.

Reactions to the counter-culture, 1968-72: the rise of the
‘silent majority’; the role of the media in influencing
attitudes; the impact of events in Vietnam and at Kent
State; Nixon’s appeal and his attack on the Great Society.
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Key topics Content

e The crisis of political leadership: the impact of Watergate on

politics and the presidency; Ford, Carter and a new style of
change, leadership; growing political disillusion, including the impact
1973-80 of the Iranian hostage crisis; the political impact of
environmentalism.

o The impact of economic change on society: the effects of
inflation on family incomes; the growth of homelessness;
the oil crisis and the end of cheap energy; the impact of
foreign competition; the response of the government.

o Changing popular culture: business interests in sports; the
fragmentation of popular music; contradictions in film and
TV, including the depiction of political and social tensions
and a return to escapism; developments in news media.

e The extent of progress in individual and civil rights: the
political and social impact of Roe v. Wade; women'’s rights;
workers’ rights; gay rights; Native American rights and the
impact of Red Power; the status of black Americans.

4 Republican « New directions in economic policy: the impact of Reagan’s
dominance and policies on workers and the family; the trade and budget
its opponents, deficit; the significance of Bush’s decision to raise taxes.
1981-92

e The Religious Right and its critics: the promotion of
traditional values; campaigns against abortion and
homosexuality; Nancy Reagan'’s ‘Just Say No’ campaign; the
growth of bitter political divisions and their significance.

e Cultural challenge: trends in youth culture; the impact of
technology on popular culture; the growth of cable
television and the influence of MTV; the impact of the AIDS
crisis; controversial social issues in film and television.

e Social change: the changing status of ethnic minorities; the
impact of black American success in politics, business, sport
and popular culture; the extent of racial tolerance and
integration by 1992; the impact of women in politics and
the workplace; the changing status of women by 1992.
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Paper 3, Option 35.2:
The British experience of warfare, c1790-1918

Overview

This option comprises two parts: the Aspects in breadth focus on
long-term changes and contextualise the Aspects in depth, which
focus in detail on key episodes.

Together, the breadth and depth topics explore the British
experience of war in different aspects of major overseas conflicts
and the changing relationship between the state and the people
as the government attempted to create an effective fighting
machine and prepare the people for war. Within the primarily
military focus on the experience of warfare, this option also gives
students the opportunity to explore its political, social and
economic dimensions and their part in generating pressure for
change.

Aspects in breadth: the changing role of government in preparing the
nation for war, c1790-1918

Themes Content

1 Changes in e The military and reasons for changes 1790-1918:
organising the improvements to army organisation, ordnance and supplies
military (key developments: McNeill-Tulloch Report 1855, Cardwell's
army reforms 1868-74, Haldane's army reforms 1905-12).
The navy and changes in organisation: decommissioning
ships and reduction in the size of the navy after 1815; the
significance of the shift from sail to steam; government
reforms (key developments: Graham'’s reforms 1832,
Fisher's reforms at the Admiralty 1904-10).

e The recruitment of the fighting forces 1790-1918:
impressment, volunteers and conscripts (key development:
conscription 1916).

2 Changes in o Changing weaponry 1790-1918: the role of science and

weaponry and technology in improving weaponry (key developments:

the role of the carronades and the navy in the 1790s, Congreve's rockets

people 1806, William Armstrong's new artillery 1859-60, the
Vickers machine gun 1914-18, development of the tank
1915-18).

e The populace and the war effort 1790-1918: providing
finance - taxation, bonds, consols and war loans; changing
civilian roles, from camp followers to an organised home
front.





